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Around the world, there are a million important charities to support. So why did I choose to support the 

Special Olympics of Pennsylvania? Well, the Special Olympics is a charity that is very near and dear to 

me. Not only does it closely link up with my future career, but I also know a few family friends who have 

competed in Special Olympic events. Seeing the progress that they have made and the friends that they 

have acquired over the years, truly shows what a wonderful organization that Special Olympics is.   

For those of you who may not know too much about Special Olympics, its mission is to provide year-

round sports-training and competitions for children and adults with Intellectual Disabilities or Cognitive 

Delays. This allows the athletes to share their skills and talents with other athletes and family members.  

A couple of years ago, I had the opportunity to volunteer at a Special Olympics event at Slippery Rock 

University. Not really knowing the exact details of the day, I showed up, and was completely blown 

away. Passion, enthusiasm, and determination filled the Recreation Center as the opening ceremonies 

began. The atmosphere was unlike anything I have ever experienced. Throughout the day, my job was 

to interact with the athletes and cheer them on during their events. Frustration grew as the day went on, 

but as soon as the athletes heard the audience cheer them on, their attitudes immediately changed. At 

the end of the day, I left the event with a full heart, and much respect for the athletes who competed. For 

months after, the joy that I experienced on that day, 

stayed alive. This experience helped to guide my decision 

to choose the Special Olympics of Pennsylvania as my 

charity. 

Remember that by making little gestures, like holding a 

door open, or cheering on special Olympic athletes, you 

have the power to make a difference. Make an impact, 

leave your mark, be the difference. 
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December Line Planned Weekend 
 Katie Hagood, Grand Faith 

 Holiday Cheer! 
Amanda Herzog, Grand Charity 
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Surf’s up dudes! The Grand Line hopes everyone is excited for some 

summer fun in December because, this year, all we want for Christmas is 

sunshine. From December 9
th
 – 11

th
 at Patton Campus in Elizabethtown, 

PA, the Grand Line is hosting a weekend that is sure to be full of beach 

themed activities and a whole lot of fun! Registration starts at 7 PM so be 

sure to grab your swimsuit, sunscreen, and scuba gear (okay, maybe 

leave the scuba gear at home) because who doesn’t need some warm 

thoughts in December? We hope to see you all there because there’s no place like Patton for the holidays-

especially when beach fun is involved!  

As the holiday season approaches, a certain buzz of excitement fills the air. 

This excitement brings people together, and can be used to bring in new mem-

bers. Instead of a practice meeting, assemblies can take this time together and 

go to a Haunted House, Thanksgiving event, or a Christmas Tree Festival. 

These events help the members of the assembly bond, while also providing the 

perfect opportunity for a prospective event.  

Along with local meetings, there are several parties and dances that girls are 

welcome to attend. The Syria Shrine hosts an annual dance that is free and 

welcomes all members of the Masonic Youth Groups. The date is December 

27
th
, from 7PM-10:30 PM. The dance includes pizza, popcorn, nachos, and cotton candy. Be sure to get 

reservations in by December 18
th
.  

Also in the west side of the state is a Masonic Villages party at Sewickley that Rainbow hosts for the resi-

dents. This event is a service project, and is a lot of fun! Many assemblies host events similar to this, and 

can aid in getting your service hours. 

Other assemblies and DeMolay chapters are also holding dances you can attend. Reading Chapter is hav-

ing a Snowball Dance on December 26
th
 from 7-10 PM. If you are hosting an event, be sure to post it on 

the Facebook page so everyone can see it! Let’s use this cheer to Grow Pa Rainbow Together! 

  



Wanted: Poor College Kid Seeking Financial Help 
Camryn Grudowski, Personal Page to the GWA 
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Each year the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation offers an array of scholarships to Pennsylvania 

Masons, their children and grandchildren and members of the Masonic Youth Groups. The goal of the 

Youth Foundation is to help provide resources to Masonic Youth in order to help them further their educa-

tion.  

The Youth Foundation website (pmyf.org) has a copy of the resource guide detailing all of the available 

scholarships. There is also an application on there, which when submitted properly, makes you eligible for 

a many of the scholarships. Many local lodges and organizations offer their own scholarships though, 

which must be applied for directly. The process can be really beneficial in the end! The application includes 

information about your school, including transcripts, and information about you. This usually includes a per-

sonal statement, some kind of essay, and letter of recommendation for teachers and local group leaders. 

Necessary information can vary by application so be sure to read all the way through the instructions! The 

most common mistake is not including everything needed by the required date. Applications must be 

mailed to the Youth Foundation Office in Elizabethtown by March 15. 

PA Rainbow also offers many of their own scholarships to members who are furthering their education. 

This application is similar to the Youth Foundation’s, but is only open to current Rainbow Girls. They are 

presented Thursday morning at Grand Assembly. These applications are due February 1st to Dr. Quay. 

Last year I was lucky enough to receive a great deal of help for my education from both of these outlets. It 

was a lot of work to get the applications ready, but definitely worth it in the end to make sure it was as good 

as possible. If you are looking to further your education, I highly encourage you to apply for everyhing you 

can. We are very lucky in PA to have sponsors who truly want us to be as great as we possibly can!  

Grand Cross of Color 
Amanda Herzog, Grand Charity 

The Grand Cross of Color is an honor that is bestowed to girls and active adults who have 

shown exemplary service to Rainbow. Every year, there are several investitures throughout 

the states. Members of the Grand Cross of Color are obligated to observe at least one in-

vestiture a year, with fellow members.  There is always an investiture at Grand Assembly in 

July, then during the month of November, regional meetings take place. The first weekend 

is for Region D, the second for C. The investiture in the west is Region B and is the third 

weekend.  



Were You There? 
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Upcoming Events 

Grand Cross Investitures 
Region B: November 19th 
Region C: November 12th 
Region D: November 5th 

 

Line Officer Planned Weekend 
December 9-11th  
Patton Campus 

 

Syria Shrine Dance 
December 27th  

Syria Shrine Cheswick PA 


