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Youth Group Unity  By: Sis. Betsy Stowinsky, GWA 

Unity is defined as being united or joined as a whole. Each year at Patton Campus, Rainbow has 

participated in the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Unity Weekend to better understand the other 

Masonic Youth Groups and to help spread the word about Rainbow. The International Order of the 

Rainbow for Girls, Job’s Daughters, DeMolay, The Ruth Mitchel Tucker Girls and The Knights of 

Pythagoras attend this weekend with approximately twenty representatives from their 

organizations. Unfortunately, the weekend is by invitation only, meaning not everyone can attend. 

Each organization has different requirements and checklists to choose their representatives. In 

Rainbow those who are selected are based on age, participation, representation, and availability. Don’t worry though, even if you 

can’t attend this event there is still something you can do! GO out and spread the word of Rainbow, reach out to the other youth 

groups, make friends and ask questions. To strengthen the bond of the Masonic Youth we need to communicate and participate in 

things together. The first step is taking the initiative to ask questions and be willing to learn new things. I believe that all five of the 

Masonic Youth Groups can become stronger and more united than ever if we just take the time to understand and become 

informed about each other. For more information about the other PA Masonic Youth Organizations please see their respective 

websites.  

www.pademolay.org 

www.paiojd.org 

www.koppennsylvania.tripod.com 

Grand Assembly 2016 By: Ms. Melanie Ostrander, Mother Advisor of Martha Assembly 

Hi PA Rainbow!  

I hope everyone is getting excited about the 2016 "Shine Your Light" Grand Assembly Session. In three months we will be gathered 

together in Altoona at the Jaffa Shrine Center to honor Sister Betsy and the 2015-2016 Grand Officers. It will be a magical time full 

of fun and surprises. 

So what are you most excited for? The Assembly Banners, the decorations that will transform the Session Room, the Drill Team 

Competition, the Grand Handbell Choir, the Grand Choir, the Softball Competition, DelGrosso Park, or getting to spend time with 

your PA Rainbow Sisters. I'm excited for it all. Mark your calendars for July 6-10! You won't want to miss the 74th Grand Assembly 

Session. Let the countdown begin! 

http://www.pademolay.org
http://www.paiojd.org
http://www.koppennsylvania.tripod.com


Secretary's Corner 

Grand Assembly registration forms are available on the website. 

Support Grand Assembly by purchasing ads through your local Assembly! 

All new and updated information for Grand Assembly competitions are available on the website. 
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Were You There?  

 

Service is one of the greatest attributes of being a Rainbow Girl. Service is usually performed without 

much thought given to recording the hours for an incentive. Why not write down those service 

activities and wear Rainbow “bling” for all to see and ask about? 

Here is the latest information on the Pandora-style bracelets. The Supreme Worthy Advisor, Mrs. 

Cora Ellen Moody, has decided to continue the bracelets and beads until June 2016. More bracelets 

and beads have been ordered so orders can be filled.  

PA Rainbow will continue to participate in the Supreme Assembly incentive to receive the bracelet 

and the red, orange, green, indigo and violet beads for service hours. The yellow and blue beads will 

be membership beads.  

When you have completed the 100 hours of service for the Supreme beads you can begin the 

“Hearts for Helping” PA Rainbow Incentive Program. These heart shaped beads can be added to the 

same Pandora-style bracelet. The red heart is worth 30 hours, all other beads (orange, yellow, 

green, blue, indigo and violet) are worth 20 hours each. Seven beads equal 150 hours of service. 

There are no membership beads in the PA Rainbow program.  

The Supreme forms are on the www.parainbowgirls.org website. The “Hearts for Helping” forms will 

be available at the August weekend and then posted on the website.                                                                                                                                                                                           

For my first Grand Representative position, I was assigned California. My 

counterpart Savanna, was one of the sweetest people that I have ever met.  In 

March 2014, I got to travel to California for their Grand Assembly session.  

Arriving in California, I wasn’t quite sure what to expect.  On the first day of 

their Grand Assembly sessions I finally got to meet Savanna for the first time in 

person. I was taken to their east and introduced to the other visiting 

Representatives and Grand Worthy Advisors.  We all exchanged business cards 

and swags. I met girls from so many places. This is an unexpected perk of 

visiting your jurisdiction- you get to spend time and learn about even more 

Rainbow jurisdictions. 

Throughout the week of their Grand Assembly, I got to attend most of their sessions.  On the first night we went to their Carnival 

after the opening session.  It allowed everyone to play carnival games, eat free food, dance, and enjoy all sorts of activities with 

their friends throughout the state.  The biggest shock at this carnival was that the girls and adults were allowed to wear jeans.  The 

Introductions of Past Grand Officers is a long and entertaining event in California. They introduce every single Past GO that is 

present in order.  They line up all the way around the room and far into the hallway.  Many of the women wear the Grand Officer 

Gowns from the year they served. This takes over an hour to accomplish.  Another interesting thing in California was their Grand 

Officer Revelations where the new Officers are announced. The current Grand Officers came out in costumes and sat in a big circle 

around the Grand Floor and waited for the announcement.  As they were announced, the old Officer would jump up and down with 

excitement as the new girl came sprinting from the sidelines around the room.  They sprint so dangerously that masons and men 

line the stairs to help guide them down and catch the girls if they fall.  The event is so energy filled that you can’t help but feel 

excited for the new Officers.  Surprisingly, the Grand Worthy Advisor is a complete mystery to everyone.  None of the Grand 

Officers apply for their positions, including the Grand Worthy Advisor.  The GWA has to decide quickly if she wants to accept the 

position for the year, which she always agrees to since it is such an honor.  

Being a Grand Representative can be such a rewarding experience. Finding out that you are the Representative to another state or 

country is so exciting.  Having visited two jurisdictions in my time as a Grand Representative, I know how awesome it is to have the 

experience to see how our shared organization is interpreted differently throughout the country and the world. If you have the 

opportunity to serve as a Grand Representative, take the opportunity to befriend your counterpart and learn about their 

experiences in rainbow and how their everyday lives differ from here in Pennsylvania.  My personal experiences with my 

counterparts have been amazing and we still maintain our relationship. I personally encourage anyone who has the honor of 

serving as a Grand Representative to take advantage of the opportunity and if possible try to visit your state/ country, but if you 

can’t, still try do everything you can to learn about their traditions in Rainbow, it may even help you learn more about what makes 

Pennsylvania Rainbow so special. 

Grand Representative Experience    By: Sis. Libby Barlow, Grand Fidelity 
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http://www.parainbowgirls.org


PA Rainbow Contact Information 

 

 

Mrs. Helen Snedden 

Supreme Deputy 

412-953-9455 

hsnedden@aol.com 

Mrs. Heather Pfister 

PA Rainbow Secretary 

412-414-4167 

chronicreader@comcast.net 

www.parainbowgirls.org 

 

www.gorainbow.org 
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Supreme Assembly 2016  

Supreme Assembly is coming soon! Supreme Assembly is a time when 

Rainbow Girls from everywhere come together to do Initiation, Installation 

of new Supreme Officers, Cavalcade of Flags, Ritual Competitions, and so 

much more! It is a great opportunity to meet Rainbow Girls from other 

Jurisdictions and perform in competitions against people not only from 

Pennsylvania but from all around the world. This is an opportunity that you will not want to miss! 

The 46th Biennial Supreme Assembly is scheduled for July 31-August 5th in Providence, Rhode Island. The headquarters for the 

sessions is the Hotel Providence Biltmore, with the meetings held in the Dunkin Donuts Center. The Supreme Worthy Advisor, Mrs. 

Cora-Ellen Moody has chosen “Rainbow is a Rhapsody” as the theme of this Supreme Assembly. Pennsylvania Rainbow has had a 

ritual team in the past, and is planning on participating in ritual competitions again this year.  

Mrs. PJ O’Neill has spoken with many regarding Supreme Assembly, so please be aware of upcoming deadlines. If you would like more 

information on Supreme Assembly, check out the Supreme Assembly website at www.gorainbowgirls.org/supremeassembly. Consider 

representing PA Rainbow while getting an opportunity to meet new people and experience Rainbow at it’s finest!  

Ring-Sing-Swing and Grand Officer Training  

The year is winding down before Grand Assembly, but there is still time for one more weekend at 

Patton Campus! Ring-Sing-Swing Weekend  is scheduled at Patton Campus for June 3-5th. This 

weekend is jam packed with activities to prepare for competitions and activities at Grand 

Assembly, including bell choir, choir competition, and softball. Even if you and your Assembly are 

not planning on participating in various activities at Grand Assembly, this weekend is tons of fun 

and everyone who attends is guaranteed to have an awesome time learning new skills and spending time with each other.  

Grand Officers-this weekend also doubles as the last training weekend before Grand Assembly. You are required to attend, as you will 

be learning drills, songs, and other important things that you will need to know for Grand Assembly. Do not forget to RSVP to Mrs. 

Snedden prior to the weekend so that she knows you will be there!  
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Secretary’s Corner 

June 1st will be here before we know it.  Board Chairs should be ensuring that all active adults 
are obtaining clearances, signing the code of conduct, and signing the volunteer disclosure 

statement.  All adults who are not affiliated with an assembly, but work with the girls on a reg-
ular basis should be sending all of the above to me by June 1st.  We want to ensure that every-

thing is in order for Grand Assembly.  Please contact me with any questions you may 
have. chronicreader@comcast.net.  

Upcoming Dates 

June 3-5: Ring, Sing, Swing/Grand Officer Training Weekend 

July 6-10: Grand Assembly, Altoona PA 

mailto:chronicreader@comcast.net

